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The Sixth Artillery Regiment of the Czech Army was named the "Clement Sottwald
Regiment" because the late president had once served in that unit. fThe Regi-
ment's permanent vase was a kaserne in the northwest section of Brno. It
cunsisted of only two "weepons" batteries of 120 men each. These were known as
the "Sixth and Seventh" Batteries. There was also e communications battery and
one assigned to the handling of recruits. The commendant of the Regiment wag
Lt Jolonel Hornik and his second-in-commend wus Major Kral. All in all there
vere abeut 300 men assigned to the canp,

The weapons used were all of Soviet manufecture. The standard artillery piece
in use was the Soviet 122 mm general purpose field piece. The Regiment actually
used only pix of these guns for %raining but thers were quite a few more of them
covered and in storage sheds. Sever men were regquired to operate this gun, and
in our tratning each man was required to learn tc do the job of all seven posie
tlons, The guns recoiled iu oil and were eble to fire all types of sbells. The
plater carrying firing and maintensnce instructions were all written in the
Russian language and it wag necessary that their translations be memorized by
the soldlers.

Early du 15%9 2bout 16 Soviet antiaircragt were b int. v unre
of smaller caiiler than the 122t

| They were mounted on two rubber tires and

couwld be: snt 1 and fired in various trajectories.

!&.\:]qutmmtors werz regular Czech Army officers but the training program was

achi Supervised by a small group of Soviat Army officers., One Soviet officer
¥ae zstuslly attached to each battery and the others supervised various training
aclivities. These Soviet Ay officers wore Czech Army uniforms and ineignie,
tae only difference be & small red star on the left breast pocket. None of

the Soviet ¢fficers were above campany grede,
5+ The Regiment nsed the rield firing raunge at Medlanky, which was about two miles
narth of tha laeswns, Mmoo e. o My, thickly frrected sras and contains an
underground ammnition duxp,
5. Reeanes of an arvte shortege of shalls Pom training mumasas. +he Regiment ndrmtad
& unigue method of anti-tank practice firing at close range, moving targets,
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FrE-shape ! turge by would be moved awross the firing area and the gu teams would go
tleough regular repid alming and Tiring procedures except that the lapyard would be
connected 4o ar ordinary infantry rifle wuich was rigidly attacked %o the barrel of
the artillery picce. The rifle was "zeroed in" with the sights on the artillery

wlece and would bresumably hit the target where the artillery shell would have landed.,
This system, of cowrse, could only apply at short range and was used st distances up
to 200 moters, Credit for a perfect sho: was glven if the bul'v -visiryated the dwmny
teikts furret,

Te Political indostrioation was congldere? 7. vitol phase .:1T training., Ialf an hour of
overy norning wes devoted to compulsory propeganda lectures in which the glory end
invineibility of the USSR was preached, Politics have another facet in the Czech
Axvr
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e Despite 4le lotense indoetrination received byr the Czech soldier, he could not be
counted on in oo hat with yestern nation.. A% lcast 7533 of the oflicers and men would
ke the first opportunity to surrendes o- defecte It was.often discussed among close-
knit groupe oy conneripts that this foet must be realized by the Soviets and that
therefore 0w Cueeh wilts would never be used in a conflict srith W2stern nations but
only in some isolated theater of Communist expansion, such as Soutlhern Asla, vhere e
Wouwld be fighting another race on unfriendly soil. This ides was coumon before the
Korean eonflict began. Czech civilians, 1ncidental_ly, are still quite Triandly tovmrd
the Czech Avyy, It is the “other army" or Security Police which they hatea

T A

dJeecns o but 5Lightly west and north of the kaserne of the Sixth Artillery Reginent
W the lerger Autoprapor Kaserne which housed a 1ight teuk wiite  During 1949 neyw f
gated iren buildings were constructec on the east side or thiz wrea %o house

. tenks and other vehicles., These sheds were placed side by side so that Severn:
Cold e driven ont simdtaneouslve The wnit stationed here was a light tank
vattaelion with corplate raintenance Tacilities and troup quarters., The wit wes also
2auipned vith Skode Jeeps and half traclhs, This dnstelletion is on the posi that usea
T b2 wsslena! o a horse cavalry unit, . )
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